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State Drinking 
Water Standards

• Safe Drinking Water Act, 
1976 PA 399

• State drinking water 
standards were promulgated 
for 7 per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS)

• PFOA and PFOS had 
established cleanup criteria 
of 70 ppt (singularly and 
combined)

Specific PFAS 
Drinking Water 

Standard
Parts per Trillion (ppt)

PFNA 6

PFOA 8

PFHxA 400,000

PFOS 16

PFHxS 51

PFBS 420

HFPO-DA 370
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Generic Criteria 
Development Process

For a Substance That Has 
No Generic Criteria

No Generic 
Criteria

Hazardous 
Substance

Determination

Calculate 
Generic 
Criteria

Compare to 

SDWS

Publish 
Generic 
Criteria

Initiate Rule 
Making 
Process

SDWS = State Drinking Water Standard
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• Calculate generic criteria
[Sec. 20120a(3)(a)& (b); and

all other requirements of Part 201]

No 
Generic 
Criteria

PFAS Generic Criteria Development

Sec. 20120a(23)
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•Determine toxicity value
[Sec. 20120a(3)(a)]

•Determine chemical physical data

[Sec. 20120a(3)(b)

•Calculate generic criteria
[Sec. 20120a(3)(a)& (b); and

all other requirements of Part 201]

Calculate 
Generic 
Criteria

Sec. 20120a(3)

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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Part 201 Toxicity Value Selection Process

USEPA 
IRIS

USEPA 
OPP

ATSDR

USEPA 
PPRTV

Other 
States

WHO

EU

Canada

EGLE

Best 
Value

Best 
Value

Best 
Value

Value

Calculate 
Criterion

Calculate 
Criterion

Calculate 
Criterion

Calculate 
Criterion
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PFBS Toxicity Value Selection

USEPA 
IRIS

USEPA 
OPP

ATSDR

USEPA 
PPRTV

Other 
States

WHO

EU

Canada

EGLE

Best 
Value

Best 
Value

Best 
Value

Value

Calculate 
Criterion

Calculate 
Criterion

Calculate 
Criterion

Calculate 
Criterion
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PFAS Toxicity Value Selection Outcomes

PFAS
Toxicity Value
(mg/kg/day) Toxicity Value Basis

PFNA 0.0000025 New Hampshire Dept. of 
Environmental Services

PFHxS 0.0000093 New Hampshire Dept. of 
Environmental Services

PFHxA 0.0000038 Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality

PFBS 0.02 USEPA Provisional Peer 
Reviewed Toxicity Value

HFPO-DA
(GenX)

0.001 North Carolina 
Department of Health and 
Human Services
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Rule 10(3)  Cleanup criteria for groundwater based on ingestion 

of groundwater for drinking water shall be calculated according 

to the following algorithms.  Criteria calculated under this 

subrule shall be the generic cleanup criterion, unless a state 

drinking water standard is available or, if a criterion protective of 

adverse aesthetic characteristics is more restrictive, as provided 

for in section 20120a(5) of the act. 

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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Rule 10 Algorithms 
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Rule 10 Algorithms 
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Part 201 Drinking Water Criteria

PFAS
Part 201
Residential DWC
(µg/L)

Part 201
Nonresidential 
DWC
(µg/L)

2020
State Drinking
Water Standard
(µg/L)

PFNA 0.018 0.052 0.006

PFHxS 0.068 0.19 0.051

PFHxA 0.028 0.079 400

PFBS 150 420 0.42

HFPO-DA 0.73 2.1 0.37
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Sec. 20120a(5) If a cleanup criterion calculated for groundwater 
in an aquifer differs from either: 

(a) the state drinking water standards established pursuant to 
section 5 of the safe drinking water act, 1976 PA 399, MCL 
325.1005, or 

(b) the national secondary drinking water regulations established 
pursuant to 42 USC 300g-1, or 

(c), if there is not national secondary drinking water regulation 
for a contaminant, the concentration determined by the 
department according to methods approved by the US EPA below 
which taste, odor, appearance, or other aesthetic characteristics 
are not adversely affected, 

the cleanup criterion is the more stringent of (a), (b), or (c). 

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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•Comparison to State Drinking 
Water Standards (MCLs)

[Sec. 20120a(5)]

Calculate 
Generic 
Criteria

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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Public Comment

• Provide a three-week period to accept written comments 
regarding whether the process for establishing the criteria 
followed the regulations under Part 201

• Review and consider the comments prior to publishing and 
promulgating enforceable groundwater cleanup criteria

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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•EGLE will accept written 
comments from interested parties 
through December 7th for review 
and consideration prior to 
publishing revised cleanup criteria 
tables.

Public 
Comment

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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Michigan Department of 

Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy

Written comments can be sent to:

EGLE-RRD@Michigan.gov

mailto:EGLE-RRD@Michigan.gov
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•Develop revisions to cleanup 
criteria tables (Rule 44), footnotes 
(Rule 49) and publish on the 
department’s webpage

Calculate 
Generic 
Criteria

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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Revise 
Rules 
and 

Publish on 
EGLE 

webpage
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Sec. 20120a(23) 

• Within 30 days after publishing the new generic cleanup 
criteria, the department shall initiate rule-making to 
promulgate rules for the new criteria by filing a rule-making 
request under section 39 of the administrative procedures 
act, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.239. The rule-making request shall 
only include the revisions necessary to promulgate the new 
generic cleanup criteria.

• The new generic cleanup criteria published pursuant to this 
subsection take effect and are legally enforceable when 
published by the department if the department also initiates 
rule-making to promulgate rules for the new criteria within 30 
days. 

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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Rules Promulgation Process

Draft Rules Published

Public Hearing Process

Public Comment Period

Final Draft Rules submitted to JCAR

Promulgated Rules

ERRC

Request for Rulemaking
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Sec. 20120a(23) The new generic cleanup criteria 
published pursuant to this subsection remain effective 
and legally enforceable until:

• Replaced by a final rule

• The director directs the department to withdraw the 
rule request 

• The time limitation in the administrative procedures 
act, is not met.

PFAS Generic Criteria Development
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Michigan Department of 

Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy

800-662-9278
Michigan.gov/EGLE

Follow us at:  Michigan.gov/EGLEConnect

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fegle%2F0%2C9429%2C7-135-3306-388510--%2C00.html&data=02%7C01%7CFeuersteinH%40michigan.gov%7C1871aa83887a4b0c644d08d6c74896a4%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636915511908961303&sdata=fe3hjbWp%2Bxu3L36LeIf0XFYcZgRvp%2FcdvER529jJL8o%3D&reserved=0

